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fleet had been a week at sea, bound for the West Indies,
when men began to sicken mysteriously and die.    Dur-
ing the eighteen-day voyage to Dominica, in the Lee-
ward Islands nearly three hundred died of the plague.
The symptoms, according to Biggs, were "extreme hot
burning and continual agues, whereof very few escaped
with life, and yet those for the most part not without
great alteration and decay of their wits and strength
for a long time after."   "In some that died," he adds,
"were plainly shown the small spots which are often
found upon those that be infected with the plague."
And after calling at Dominica, where the friendly Caribs
helped them fill their casks in the river and gave them
supplies of cassava bread and tobacco, the fleet put in at
St. Christophers, an uninhabited island near by, and
spent Christinas there, to the great refreshment and
convalescence of the sick.   The others, and it may be
surmised that most of the mortality was among the
soldiers, set to work to clean ship, hosing down the
decks, opening all ports and cleaning the timbers of
the foulness of a long voyage under fair weather,
wherein the pumps were scarcely used.    And here too
the leaders held a consultation and laid their plans for
the despoiling of the Spanish dominions.
These involved the capture of no less a stronghold
than the great and glorious city of San Domingo in
the island of Hispaniola, one of the oldest and most
populous centres of Spanish America. The cool inso-
lence of such a scheme would have appalled Cecil and
Walsyngham had they known of it. Only the Queen
herselfj who had something of Drake's infernal brag-
gadocio in her dealings with Philip, would have entered
fully into the superb and reckless, yet calculated, daring
of such a plan. In her England gained a great queen
but lost a natural-born corsair.
Drake, who had been most of his active life in these